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The Distinctive Principled of the 
Brethren Faith, 

Occasionally there is a demand 
for it presentation or statement 
of the prtneir.tilt of the doctrine 
of the Brethren church, in legal 
document* or official papers. 
Then the query ia pressed for a 
•aolation: How far ahull it be 
-defined. One advises that bap- 
tism, the supper, footwaaliiog, 
salutation, none wearing, etc., 
■etc., te named. To do all thisia 
-writing an official pafcer where it 
» important that the principals 
of the taith should be named, ie 
impracticable in many instance*. 
How much, then, shall the detin- 
it>ti ii be limited to? 

In orrr judgment, the following 
meets all requirements tor official 
and legal papers ; namely, "The 
Maw Testament only as a rule of 
faith and religions discipline and 
trine immersion as baptism. 

These principles are the found- 
•tion stones ot the Brethren 
ebon h. Upon these the struct 
nra must be erected, and to reach 
farther is noing upon common 
ground*. 

The Brethren church is the 
only one under the sun which 
combine these two principles of 
doctrines : 

1. The New Testament only as 
a rule of faith. 

. 2. Trine immersion only a> 
Christian baptism. 

It may be said also that this i B 
the only church that combines 
the Hew Testament as a disci- 
pline with footwasbiug and with 
the supper. But we muat admit 
that it would be most difficult to 
roaintnin a distinct church with 
nothing mora than our doctrine 
of the Lord's Supper as the only 
cardinal principle ; and the Bame 
ia trne ot lootwaahing and the 
Meditation. 

We differ from all other trine 
• iaimersion churches in taking 
, the New Testament only as. a 
tale of faith and religious dis- 
cipline ; and we differ from all 
■churches th«i dip once or aurin- 
efcle or pour lor baptism, becauee 
we baptize by trine immersion. 
Theee two principal* of our faith 
are the two principle upon 
' which onr church ia built, and it 
kehooves us to fix them thor. 
•vnghly in our sentiments and 
tltgal papere. Combined *e|they 
••oware in the Brethren church, 
'tbey become the distinctive tea 
■tores and to preserve our identi- 
fy in whate?er character our 
•whurcb may appear, it ia only 


necessary to mention these 
pri ncipala of the doctrine. 

Thought upon this subject was 
called oat by a consideration ot 
what ahonld be included in tbe 
articles of incorporation of the 
Sister's Society, and to reduce 
the verbiage down to a simple 
sentence and yet set forth the 
distinctive principles of our faith, 
a recognition of the New Tes- 
tament as a rnle of faith, and 
trine immersion proved amply 
sufficient. 

It will be aleo noticed that no 
mention is made of tbe Brethren 
church, and the query may be 
raised why that was not done. 
Te anticipate suoh inquiries, end 
for the information of all who 
may be desirous of knowing, let 
it be understood that the purpose 
of the' incorporators waa to iden- 
tify by principles only. Thia ia 
tbe onlyaafe course to pursue to 
assnre to all their rights 
against the changes that time 
may bring. Tbe experience of 
tbe Brethren sets forth tbe wis- 
dom of such a coarse, in framing 
legal documents, beautifully. 

In the old Tanker church 
"Brethren or German Baptist" 
was the distinctive church fea- 
ture as set forth in legal docu- 
ments. The official papers of 
the society were so framed that 
the law did not recognize any 
thing beyond the church name, 
Tben when the Brethren went 
into court with the principles as 
support, the law did not know 
them, and the only question to 
be decided was, "Who is the 
Brethren or German Baptiate." 

But let principles be the dis- 
tinctive feature known to the 
law and then, the party that rep- 
resents the principle will be tbe 
one recognized. 

Thus the Brethren church is 
recognized or named in the arti- 
cles of incorporation of the Sis- 
ter's Society for Christian En- 
deavor, and the body, unless it 
changes its charter, will always 
be a part of that church— (let tbe 
name ol the church be changed 
a dozen ol times) that holds the 
New Testament only as a rule of 
faith and trine immersion aa bap- 
tism. 

As a rule of faith the New 
Testament reqairee the holy sup. 
per, lootwasbing, salutation, etc., 
and these principles of oar laith 
are covered under that statsment. 
Trine immersion ia too, bnt out- 
side of the historical ohuroh, it 
must be confessed that we can 
uol be unquestionably certain. 


alism that the holy sapper should 
be a sham meal, or a aort of 
cross between a crumb of bread 
and a hearty, healthy topper. It 
certainly waa a hearty meal 
which Ch ri»t and bis apostles eat. 
Eating to excess is ain in the 
church and out, and people 
should be taught to rise above it 
everywhere. Because men eat 
to excess is no argument against 
the proper use of "tull meala." 
If we pretend to have a sapper 
let us have something that bears 
tbe evidence. 

St. Paul did not censure the 
Corinthian brethren for bringing 
what they did to make a Lord's 
Sapper. Their fault was they 
did not eat it as such. They, or 
a tew ot them, made it their own 
sapper — did not consecrate it to 
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Baptists, and yet tbe ticking of 
the clock could be distinctly 
heard. 

Communion services can be 
made very solemn, and they 
should be. They are the most 
sacred ot all the sanctuary ser- 
vices. 

The member* of the congrega- 
tion had responded almost unan- 
imously to the pastor** call to 
communion, ft is seldom that 
so large a per cent of members in 
any congregation commune as 
did at this meeting. We feel en- 
couraged—the Lord is blessing 
as. There was not only good 
order bat a good spirit. No con- 
tention as to how sister* should 
com* to the Lord's table, nor 
about any thing else. 
On account ot siokneaa, I was 


,,-- — — „„„..„„,.._„ „ u, „„ auuuiiui ot aicaneaa, I wa 
a holy a**,— give it to the Lord unable to preach a series of ser- 
first and then hold it as common mons before communion as I as 


property 
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Those who were hungry and 'for the feast, we had six 


had not were present on that oc 
casioo, and how could they be 
satisfied on a crumb of bread ? 

The Lord'* Sapper is an im- 
portant institution of tbe church, 
and may tbe festival never grow 
less in the doctrine and practice 
of the Brethren church than it is 
in the gospels,— a hearty, satisfy- 
ing supper, with a sacred signifi- 
cance. 

The same paring away process 
that made a few drops of water 
take the place of a healthy trine 
immersion as baptism, bas made 
a crumb of bread and a drop of 
wine take the place of a fall, 
hearty, hunger-satisfy tog, cocae- 
c rated meal aa the Lord'a Supper. 


KPITQBIALNQTKS. 


The Lord's Supper a Sapper. 
Feaata were alway B used to 
celebrate important historical 
events. This bas not been the 
pactice of Christian adherents 
only, but of all nations. It there- 
lore was a wise act ol God in in 
sfituting tbe Passover and other 
leasts for his people in periods 
before tbe Christian dispensation 
and associate with them religious 
purposes. It has always been 
the policy of God in dealing with 
hia children to take them as they 
are and endeavor to lead them on 
to fometbing higher. It is pos- 
sible to interest men in something 
good to eat— a feast or suppsr. 
Get them interested in that and 
associate with it the divine, and 
then an appeal can be made to 
the heart for good. 

Tbie is what the Lord'a Sup- 
per ia designed to be in the oh arch 
of Jesus Christ for. It fs, first, 
a meal which is to satisfy the ap- 
petite olthe man. Weareinno 
way imbued with that sentitnen- ' 


There has been a great false cry 
about tbe attitude tbe Methodist Epis- 
copal Conference assumed toward 
women delegate*. The Conference 
took tbe true position. Considering 
the question aa it was In all its bear- 
ings. Now tbe subject is to be submit- 
ted to a vote of all tbe churches. And 
If the membership vote to adroit wo- 
men delegates, which tt most likely 
will, tbej will then have a right to sit 
in general conferences of that class aa 
d legates. 

Often when people tbink a thing 
ought to be, no respect is shown for 
legislative methods which are a safe- 
guard against rash and inconsiderate 
decisions. The General Conference of 
the it. E. church held that it would be 
an assumption of power to decide to 
adroit women delegates, and so the 
question la now to be submitted to tbe 
membership for decision. That is 
genuine congregational church govern- 
ment. 

The absence or a part of our force 
leaves some departments rather meager 
this week. All will be going on as 
usual next week. 


There was a wonderful rush to Chi- 
cago the first of this weak, to attend 
the Republican National Convention. 
There waa a cut la railroad rates In 
many places, and the tare Wis aston- 
ishingly low. 

The Brethren, at the Ohio 8. S. con- 
veatloc took steps to bold a state con- 
vention in connection with the 
In the future. 


The Constitution of tbe Slater's So- 
ciety for Christian Endeavor, together 
with a farm of by-law*, Is putlished 
this weak. The President, Sis- 
ter Sterling, la doing all in 
bar power to awaken aa in 
it-teat tn church work among tbe sta- 
ters, and now have perfected a com- 
plete system of organization In harmo- 
ny with Congregational church gov- 
ernment. 

* * a m m 

Myeradale, Pa. 

The brethren ot Meyeredale 
congregatipn celebrated holy 
communion on Sunday evening, 
J uue 10th. We bad a very en- 
joyable feast ; the very best of 
order prevailing throughout the 
entire services. The house waa 
full of people. All classes and 
creeds were represented, from 
Episcopalians down to German 


ually do, yet when the d»y came 
'for the feast, we had six appli- 
cant* for baptism. Some of them 
the wife and children of a G. B. 
family — be is coming too. One 
man, a Mr. Zing, came quite a 
distance to see how we .conduct 
our meetings. He had heard so 
much About "the progressives," 
but was a member of no ohuroh, 
•ad did not intend to join when 
he lett home. He came Satur- 
day noon, attended service in the 
evening and next day wa* bap- 
tized and communed in the even- 
ing. "Can any good thing come 
out of Nazareth f" Come and see. 
Yes friends, come and see, and 
hear and understand. Brother 
King is an excellent man. I 
never baptized a more fearless 
and earnest man. His every 
look and step showed him earn- 
est, honest and si ncere. Li ke the 
eunuch of old "he went hie way 
rejoicing." His brother and broth- 
er's wile who had been members 
of the German Baptist church 
for some years, also came with 
him. Both communed, made ap- 
plication for membership and 
are now members of tbe Breth- 
ren church. 

These parties are an honor to 
any church, well-to-do in every 
respect, men of influence and tv* 
WW glad to know that they direct 
it in the proper channel. The 
Lord blese them. 

Thus -eight more were added 
to the ch arch— six by baptism, 
two by relation. 

A G. B. sister, trom tbe Sum- 
mit Mills congregations also 
communed with ue. Know not 
wbat the result will be. 

We have every reason to feel 
encouraged. The work is mov- 
ing along very nicely. School 
and church never were in a more 
prospering condition. We have 
our difficulties, bat only enough 
to keep us awake, watching and 
praying. 

A. I). (Jnauey 


ing. The result 4s an improve- 
ment in the congregational sing- 
ing and renewed interest in the 
oho rob service. 

Id No 28 the typo* made the 
Fall* City Items relative to Eld. 
James Quinter read >, In him the 
German Baptists ohuroh lost it* 
meat influential man, though be 
was in all things and at all time* 
its leader, it should have read 
though he was not in all thing* 
and at all times iu leader. Hie 
edacation, progressive thought, 
dignified speech and bearing, 
nobility of soul and Christian 
character made him a man of in- 
fluence in the world and in this 
•ens* he was the most influential 
man in tbe German Baptist 
church, but these same character- ' 
istioa oftentimes disqualified Mm 
for leadership among bis own 
brethren. He was far superior 
to the church to which he be- 
longed and the name German 
Baptist which is a synonym with 
all the bad legislation, and divi- 
sion ot the ohuroh never beoame 
him. He loved tbe name Breth- 
ren better, and it was to that 
branch of the Dunkard church 
to which be properly belonged. 
To say that Eld. James Quinter 
was at all times and in ell things 
a leader in tbe German Baptist 
church would be a statement not 
in accordance with tbe truth, and 
would detract from the honor 
whioh justly belongs to him. 

Lewis O, Hammer is dead. He 
ie known to many ot the readers 
of the Etahoilht as the editor 
of The Free Discussion. Lately 
he taught new theories concern- 
ing tbe second coming ol Christ. 
He claimed that he had a special 
mission assigned him to interpret 
the prophecies in a way not un- 
derstood before and believed that 
in fulfill meat ol scripture* he 
would live to make tbe journey 
to Jerusalem in person to witness 
tbe second advent of the Lord. 
ThelQerman Baptists bad ex- 
pelled him, we suppose on ac- 
count of difference of opinion, ' 
tor violation of mora) precept 
never attached itself to the name 
of Lewis O. Hummer. He was 
sincere and honest in hia re- 
ligious conviction, and though 
but very few bad faith in him as 
a prophet, all gave him credit 
for honesty and piety. 

E. L. Yodir. 


Falls City Items. 

We expect to have interesting 
matter to report concerning onr 
church property next week. The 
German Baptists are no longer 
loyal to the minutes of their An- 
nual Meeting and have sued tbe 
Brethren. 

Eld. 8. 0. Stamp made a abort 
visit to Meriden, Kansas, last 
week in the interests of the 
church, 

Bro. Reed aa esteemed brother 
was buried at the Silver Creek 
graveyard last Sunday. Elder 
Stamp preached hie funeral. His 
obituary will appear in doe time. 
Our yoang people meet at the 
Silver Creek meeting house every 
Bnuday evening to practice sing- 


Hontevallo. Mo. 
We will inform you that Elder 
W. J, H. Bauman came to 
this place on tbe 19th, and labor- 
ed with God nearly two weeka 
and the result ot his labors waa 
blessed in bringing nine precious 
souls into tbe fold of Christ. My 
soul was made glad to see seven 
young sisters, heing led by. Bro. 
Bauman into the stream and con- 
secrated to tbe Lord by baptism, 
and a middle aged brother and 
lister. The sister confessed that 
she had been laboring under a 
heavy burden lor years, and the 
only way she could be relieved 
of the burden was to discharge 
her dnty. When she had ois- 
charged it abe came np out of 
the water with a smile upon her 
countenance and rejoicing. Praiee 
the Lord. 

Eld. Bauman is one of the ab- 
lest ministers among the breth- 
ren. He preaches sound doc- 
trine that caonot be condemn- 
ed. Bat be is in limited circum- 
stances It will be well tor us, 
brethren, to remember bim and 
hi* family and pray tor them, and 
not only pray but aopply to their 
want*. 
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